Algae as possible sources of antitumoural agents. Preliminary evaluation of the "in vitro" cytostatic activity of crude extracts.
Aqueous, ethanolic and chloroformic extracts of 13 algae from the Gulf of Trieste (North Adriatic Sea) were assayed in vitro against human tumour established cell line (KB). Some of them exhibit a noteworthy cytostatic activity, in particular Dictyopteris membranacea (Stackh.) Batt., which significantly inhibits the growth of the cell cultures in all the three different crude extracts, was quantitatively screened in different periods of the year for the presence of cytostatic compound(s).